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Dear <prefix> <Last Name>, 
 
We are looking for volunteers to help us gather information on energy-consuming equipment in Maine 
homes, including lights, heating and cooling systems and electric appliances.  The Maine Office of the Public 
Advocate (OPA) has contracted with GDS Associates (GDS) to help gather this information. The research 
will assist us in finding ways to help Maine households save energy and money. The OPA is a state agency 
charged with representing the interests of Maine residential utility customers and helping to keep their rates 
as low as possible. Our Office is also working with the Efficiency Maine Trust to help Maine households 
save energy and reduce their electric bills. 
 
Volunteers who qualify to participate in this study will receive a $50 Visa gift card after the on-site survey is 
completed by GDS.  
 
To volunteer for the study, please visit https://www.gdsassociates.com/opa-housing-study and complete a 
short survey. You will be asked to enter your unique ID number, which is: <ID CODE>. You may also 
contact GDS toll-free at 1-800-814-2616, extension 8383, and reference the “Maine OPA Residential Energy 
Study.” If we are away from the phone when you call, please leave a voicemail message with your name and 
a telephone number and we will get back in touch with you. 
 
Everyone who completes the online survey or contacts GDS by telephone will be entered into a 
drawing for one of three additional $100 Visa gift cards.  
 
As a potential participant in this study, you may receive a call from a GDS representative asking your 
permission to conduct an on-site visit for this study and to monitor the lighting in your household. If you 
agree to participate, a trained employee of GDS will visit your home to gather information about the energy-
consuming equipment in the home, install metering equipment on 7 to 8 light bulbs in your home, and 
measure existing levels of ceiling and wall insulation.   
 
All data collected for this study will be kept anonymous. The information will help the Maine OPA and the 
Efficiency Maine Trust to develop better residential energy efficiency programs. Your participation in this 
survey would be appreciated, but is entirely optional. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 
to contact the Maine Office of the Public Advocate at 207-624-3687 or through email (OPA@maine.gov). 
Please be sure to reference the “Maine OPA Residential Energy Study”.    
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
Barry Hobbins, 

 Public Advocate 

https://www.gdsassociates.com/opa-housing-study

